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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-11 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by 
Munro (US 5,957,849, hereinafter "Munro"). Munro is considered to disclosed: 

a telescoping sound-conducting shaft having a fixed end opposite a distal end 
(see col. 9, In. 13-20, Munro). The disclosed catheter is considered to anticipate the 
claimed sound-conducting shaft because both have a distal end from which at least the 
operative tip of the implement and probe/transducer extend; 

a sound probe at said distal end of said telescoping sound-conducting shaft (see 
col. 7, In. 13-31, Munro). The disclosed transducer is considered to anticipate the 
claimed sound probe because both process reflected sound waves; 

a housing retaining said fixed end of said telescoping sound-conducting shaft, 
such that said sound probe may be selectively positioned at different distances from 
said housing (see col. 9, In. 13-30, Munro). The disclosed housing is considered to 
anticipate the claimed housing because both configurations are capable of holding the 
implement and shaft for subsequent contact. 

With reference to claim 2, Munro is considered to disclose: 



Application/Control Number: 10/688,824 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3762 

a stethoscope further comprising a trigger switch (see col. 14, In. 65 - col. 15, In. 
5, Munro). The disclosed trigger is considered to anticipate the claimed trigger switch 
because both may be provided at the grip portion at a position for actuation by a hand 
gripping the grip portion, much like a trigger of a pistol. 

With reference to claims 8-10, Munro is considered to disclose: 

a sound-conducting shaft having a fixed end and a distal end (see col. 9, In. 13- 
20, Munro). The disclosed catheter is considered to anticipate the claimed sound- 
conducting shaft because both have a distal end from which at least the operative tip of 
the implement and probe/transducer extend; 

a sound probe at said distal end of said telescoping sound-conducting shaft (see 
col. 7, In. 13-31, Munro). The disclosed transducer is considered to anticipate the 
claimed sound probe because both process reflected sound waves; 

a housing including a barrel portion that retains said fixed end of said sound- 
conducting shaft defines a substantially straight line from said fixed end to said distal 
end (see col. 9, In. 13-30, Munro). The disclosed housing is considered to anticipate 
the claimed housing because both configurations are capable of holding the implement 
and shaft for subsequent contact; 

a sight light positioned in said barrel portion to shine along said substantially 
straight line defied by said conducting-conducting shaft (see col. 10, In. 20-36, Munro). 
The disclosed light source is considered to anticipate the claimed sight light because 
project light and are provided to shine along the shaft. 

Referring to claims 2,4, and 11, Munro is considered to disclose: 
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a sound-conducting shaft having a fixed end and a distal end (see col. 9, In. 13- 
20, Munro). The disclosed catheter is considered to anticipate the claimed sound- 
conducting shaft because both have a distal end from which at least the operative tip of 
the implement and probe/transducer extend; 

a sound probe at said distal end of said telescoping sound-conducting shaft (see 
col. 7, In. 13-31, Munro). The disclosed transducer is considered to anticipate the 
claimed sound probe because both process reflected sound waves; 

a housing including: 

a barrel portion that retains said fixed end of said sound-conducting shaft such 
that said sound-conducting shaft defines a substantially straight line from said fixed end 
to said distal end (see col. 9, In. 13-30, Munro). The disclosed housing is considered to 
anticipate the claimed housing because both configurations are capable of holding the 
implement and shaft for subsequent contact; 

a stock portion extending downwardly from said stock portion at from about 90 to 
150 degrees to said substantially straight line defined by said sound-conducting shaft 
(see figure 3, Munro). The disclosed handle 310 is considered to anticipate the claimed 
stock portion because both extend downwardly and both are configured to give the 
stethoscope a pistol-like design with functional benefits derived from such configuration. 

With reference to claims 5-7, Munro is considered to disclose: 

the stethoscope, further comprising a microphone functionally communicating 
with said fixed end of said telescoping sound conducting shaft to read sound data 
conducted through said telescoping sound-conducting shaft (see col. 6, In. 32-42, 
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Munro). The disclosed microphone is considered to anticipate the claimed microphone 
because both receive data that can identify a point. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dana D. Greene whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7138. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Angela Sykes can be reached on (571) 272-4955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 




